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TO  THS  OLKROr,  BIQULAR  AKD  8ICULAB,  OF  TBI  DIOqU. 

Dear  Reverend  Father : 

Owing  to  the  recent  decree  iaMied  by  the  Congregation  of 
the  Coouoil  at  Bome,  regarding  Marriage*,  and  the  fiacyolieal 
Letter  of  Hie  Holineee,  Pine  X,  on  Modemiam,  as  well  a*  other 
qveetitms  of  grave  importance,  we  have  thooght  it  well,  with 
the  (^Mning  of  the  holy  aeaeon.of  Lent,  to  addreee  a  Gireolar, 
independent  of  oar  Paatoral  Letter,  to  each  of  the  Clergy,  iSeeu- 
lar  and  Begnlar,  in  the  Dioceee,  with  the  hope  that  it  n^ay  setve 
AS  a  aafegoard  and  guide  when  dealing  with  qoeationa  that  are 
likely  to  not  infrequently  preeent  themaelves  for  eolation  in  the 
near  future. 

Generally  speaking,  it  may  be  said  that  every  Catholic 
received  in  hie  younger  days  the  Sacrament  of  Confirmation,  in 
which  he  was  made  the  valiant  soldier  of  Jesus  CSuist,  and 
strengthened  for  the  great  battle  of  life,  in  which  "  the  flesh 
lusteth  against  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit  against  the  fieoh  "  (Cal* 
V.  17).  Under  no  circumstance,  perfaape,  in  this  batt^  foaght 
with  greater  eagerness  than  when  Cadidics,  forgetful  of  the 
obedience  due  to  the  teaching  of  Mother  Church,  wander  so  far 
from  the  paths  of  rsctitade,  as  to  sulier  themselves  to  eijkter  the 
sacred  bonds  of  matrimooy,  before  a  minister  who  V*l>0^  of 
thsfir  onm  IfvUh,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  cinl  officer. 

The  dope^  sphere  of  a  family  then  exhibits,  on  a  soudl 
scale,  the  battle-field  of  this  world,  on  which  the  immaculate 
spouse  of  Ohriat — the  holy  Catholic  Church — is  engaged  in'her 
combpit  with  the  powers  of  darkness. 

lin  one  country  Holy  Church  succeeds  in  keeping;  off  from 
her  childiten  the  seeds  of  error,  the  Christian  people  remaining  - 
faithful  to  her  divine  authority ;  in  another  country  she  sue* 
<^W^^4<^##e  m^on  is,  t9\^own^eti;^ment,'ton^  awav 
from  her  maternal  J(JMJ»;  ^n  j  t^rd  .csgn^  J^e  vjotoi^ 


mMiM  i^dMidcd,  tU  ptopb  being  divided  Mnong  thenuelvM, 
•nd  Om  Ohnnh  of  Ohrirt  forawl  to  mibmit  to  «  wrt  of  troee, 
under  rnki  whieh.  though  tuflleient  to  eave  her  divine  dootriue, 
V  more  or  leee  iiuorions  to  her  ruling  anthority. 

Thv^  when  in  •  lunily  eirole  a  miied  marriage  ia  oontem- 
plated,  H0I7  Ghnreh  at  ooee  eameaUy  batUee  against  the  pro- 

poaal.  and  in  thie,  her  welfare,  ahe  is  either  heard  and  eneoeeda  in 
preventing  the  seeds  of  error  and  discord  from  being  sown  into 
i^  or  she  is  deapissd  and  set  aside,  and  one  ol  her  chUdren  is 
anatohed  from  her  bosom,  or  she  is  forced  to  submit  to  some 
•ort  of  peace  under  conditions  whieh  save  at  least  the  vital 
character  of  a  Christian  marriage,  although  they  are  mora  or 
less  injurious  to  that  unity,  sanctity,  perfection  and  happiness, 
which  the  Church  is  commissioned  by  Christ  to  seenra. 

Heretofbra.  marriages  between  two  Catholics,  or  between  a 
Catholic  and  non-Catholic  before  a  Protestant  minister— or  even 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  civil  officer,  wae  regarded 
as  valid,  although  illicit,  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  in  all  other  parts 
of  the  world  where  tha  "Tamesti"  decree  of  the  Council  of 
Trent  wat  not  promulgati^  For  the  future,  this  modiu  agmdi 
nmet  be  changed.  After  Easter.  1908.  aU  marriagee  must  be 
oontrMted  before  a  quaUfied  priest—that  is  to  say,  before  the 
pariah  priest  or  the  ordinary  of  the  place,  or  a  priest  delegated 
by  eithflv  of  these,  and  at  leart  two  witneeeea. 

ftwoiaes  of  marriage— or  more  strictly  speaking,  sponsalia 
—to  have  canonical  effect  must  be  in  writing,  with  witnessesi 

Marriages  in  the  preeence  of  ncm-Catholie  clergymen  shall 
be  WMtt  and  void.  The  following  is  a  trustworthy  translation 
of  the  decree  recenUy  issued  by  the  Congregainon  of  the  Coon- 
dl,  and  applied  throughout  the  world,  and  which  you  are  here- 
oy  directed  to  read  two  or  three  times  to  your  people  at  your 
earlieet  convenience,  either  on  successive  Sundays  or  at  such 
intervabaa  may  be  best  calculated  to  impress  the  regulations 
ooatainad  therein  on  the  minds  of  the  peopW 


DMBn  ooNomriMQ  iPoiraAUA  AHD  MAimovr. 

Th«  Counea  of  Trwik,  (»p.  1.  8m*  XXIV.  d«  wfonii,  BMrtrfai, 
ttwd*  pmdrat  proTuion  againat  the  nah  eelebratkm  of  *i»Ht- 
•tiM  iBMTiagM.  whieh  the  r%  ^rah  of  God  for  noat  joat  naaona 
haa  alwaya  deteated  and  icrh"  tden,  by  daenaing :  "  Thoaa  who 
otharwiaa  than  in  the  preaanoa  of  tha  pariah  priaat  himaalf  or  of 
another  prieat  acting  with  the  lioanoe  of  the  pariah  priaal  or  of 
the  ordinary,  and  in  the  preaenoe  of  two  or  three  witnaaaea. 
ahall  attempt  to  eontraet  matrimony,  the  Holy  Synod  landen 
them  altogether  Incapable  of  contracting  marriage  thna.  and 
deereea  that  eontracta  of  thia  kind  are  nnll  and  vmd." 

Bot  an  the  same  Sacred  CoonuU  preecribed  that  the  said 
Deereea  should  U  published  in  all  the  ^shea  and  waa  not  to 
have  force  except  in  thoae  plaoea  in  which  it  had  been  promul- 
gated, it  has  happened  that  many  placee  in  which  the  pnUie- 
ation  baa  not  been  made  have  been  dep/ived  of  the  benefit  of 
tridentine  law,  and  are  still  without  it,  and  continue  to  be  anb- 
ject  to  the  doubts  and  inconveniencea  of  the  old  discipline^ 

Nor  has  all  diflkulty  been  removed  in  thoae  plaoea  where  the 
old  law  has  been  in  toxw.  For  often  there  haa  been  grave 
doubt  in  deciding  aa  to  the  person  of  the  pariah-prieat  befbte 
whom  a  marriage  is  to  be  celebrated.  The  *»~mifial  dfwJpK't 
did  indeed  decide  that  he  ia  to  l«  regarded  aa  the  pariah-prieat 
in  whoae  parish  one  (mt  other  of  the  cmtraeting  partiea  haa  hia 
or  bar  domicile  or  quaai-domidie.  But  aa  it  ia  sometimaa  diffi- 
cult to  judge  whether  a  quaai-domicUe  really  eziata  in  a  wpm&bi 
caae,  not  a  few  marriagea  were  expoaed  to  the  danger  of  nulUty; 
many,  too,  either  owing  to  ignorance  or  fraud,  have  been  found 
to  be  quite  illegitimate  and  void. 

These  deplorable  results  have  been  seen  to  haipoea  more  frs- 
qnently  in  our  own  time  on  account  of  the  inereaaed  fmMty 
and  celerity  of  intercommunication  between  the  difhnnt  ooun- 
trlea,  even  thoas  moat  widely  separated.  It  haa.  therafore. 
seemed  expedient  to  wise  and  prudent  men  to  introduce  aosae 


i 

diMigt  In  Om  law  ragnUiiBg  ttie  fenn  of  the  etUteUion  of 

riigli  ina  •  grant  nMsy  Bbbopa  in  all  parts  of  tha  worid,  bot 
-•ipMially  la  tha  more  popnloaa  alatan  whtra  tha  inniwilj 
appiija  mora  usaat.  bava  patitionad  the  Holy  Saa  to  this  and. 

It  has  baan  aakad  alao  by  vary  many  Biabopa  in  Bnropa,  aa 
wall  aa  by  othan  in  varioos  rtgiona,  that  provision  should  ba 
mada  to  prsvani  tha  ineonvanianoa  ariaing  from  qMnsalia.  that 
ia  mutual  promisaa  of  marriaga.  privataly  entarad  upon,  for 
a^wrianaa  has  suffioiantly  shown  tha  many  dangara  of  audi 
sponsalia,  first  aa  being  an  ineitamant  to  sin  and  oaodng  tha 
daeeption  of  inezperienoad  girls,  and  afterwarda  giving  riss  to 
Inaztrieabte  dissenti<Mis  and  disputsa 

Iniuanead  by  thaaa  dreumatanesa  our  Eciy  Fatitmr,  Popa 
Pins  Z,  desiring,  in  tha  soUeitode  he  bears  for  all  tha  churohea, 
to  introduce  some  modiSeations  with  the  oliject  of  removing 
theee  drawbaeka  and  dangers,  oommitted  to  the  S.  Congregation 
of  tha  Oouneil  the  task  of  examining  into  the  matter,  and  of 
propoaing  to  himaelf  the  measures  it  should  deem  opportune. 


Ha  was  phassd  dso  to  have  tha  opinion  of  tha  nnmmissioo 
appoiatsd  for  tha  eodifleation  of  Canon  Law.  aa  wall  aa  of  the 
amfnaat  Oardiaals  ebosan  on  thia  apeeial  aommiesion  for  ths 
^ipmathm  of  tha  new  aoda,  by  whom,  aa  wall  aa  by  the  & 
Ooagregation  of  tha  Coundl,  frequent  meetinga  have  been  hdd 
fir  thia  porpoae.  Tha  opCaiona  of  all  having  been  taken,  Hia 
P^uam  ordered  tha  Saerad  Congragatioa  of  tha  Couaeil  to 
iMie  a  Deeree  eontaining  tha  law%  approved  by  himsslf  on  saia 
kanwlsdga  aad  after  mature  cMiberatioa.  by  whidi  the  diac^aa 
regarding  sponsalia  and  marriage  m  to  be  regulated  fm-  the 
future,  and  the  celebration  of  them  carried  out  in  a  sura  and 
orderly  manner. 

laazemition.  therefore,  of  the  Apostdie  mandate,  tha  B.  Con- 
fragation  of  Hie  Council  by  theae  letters  lays  down  and  deeraea 
what  foitoWB* 


$n 


OOMCBRMIMO  IPOmALU. 

I.  Only  thoM  art  eontidervd  ralid  and  prodoea  eancxiictil 
aflaeta.  wbiah  hava  baao  eontraetad  in  writing  aignad  by  b<.th 
tha  parUaa,  and  by  aither  tba  pariahpriaat  or  the  Ordinary  of 
Mm  plaea,  or  at  leaat  by  two  witneaaaa. 

In  eaaa  one  or  both  the  partiea  be  unable  to  write,  thin  faot 
ia  lo  be  noted  in  the  document  and  another  witnem  ia  to  be 
added  who  will  aign  the  writing  aa  abora,  with  the  parish- 
prioat  or  tha  ordinary  of  the  place,  or  at  leaat  by  two  wiioetweii. 

IL  Hera  and  in  the  following  artielca  by  parish-prieKt  ia 
to  be  nnderatood  not  only  a  prieat  legitimately  preaiding  over  a 
pariah  eaoonieally  erected,  but  in  regiona  where  the  pariahcn  ara 
not  eanooit»lly  areelad  tha  prieat  to  whom  the  oara  o'  aools  hue 
bean  legitimately  entrusted  in  any  speeitied  diatriot  and  who  ia 
aquivalent  to  a  pariahpriaat;  and  in  miaaiona  where  tha 
territory  haa  net  yet  been  perfectly  divided,  9vtry  prieat  gener- 
ally  deputed  by  the  superior  of  the  miMion  for  the  care  of  Noula 
in  any  station. 

ooMCBsmira  marbiaob. 

III.  Only  tboaa  roarriagaa  ara  valid  whieh  are  oon^cted 
balora  tba  pariah-prieafc  or  Ordinary  of  tha  place  or  a  prieat 
delegated  by  either  of  tbeaa,  and  at  leaat  two  witnoaaaa^  aoeord* 
ing  to  the  rulea  laid  down  in  the  following  articles,  and  Mviog 
tha  ezeq>tiooa  mentioned  under  VII  and  VIII. 

IV.  The  pMriah-prieat  and  the  Ordinary  of  the  place  valid^ 
aaaiat  at  a  marriage. 

(1)  Only  frooB  the  day  they  have  taken  poeseasion  of  the 
benefice  or  entered  apon  the  office,  unless  they  have  been  by  a 
pnUic  decree  ezeommonicated  by  name  or  suspended  from  tha 
officei 

(8)  Only  withfai  the  limits  of  their  territory;  wftWn 
which  they  assist  taHAy  at  AairtagM  <koi  ntify  dl  IBMt  afrh 
^^      .  Mt  «|0»  «illMn  «ot  I 


«.! 


V.    TheyaaMstlioiUy: 

•«««.  fro™  thi.  i.,„SL»;  "'  *"'•  °"*-"y'  "'■»'' 

(4)  Coneerniiig  peraom  withoat  and  •kvl.  /..      , 
in  oaaes  of  nacMritT  it  i.  «^  i     .  ,  ,         "*"  ('•«").  «MPt 
»t  lh«r  m,u,^„  ■,»  th^  """^  [*  •  l«i*-I>ri«  to  «rt« 

or  to  .  pri^dS;^^  wt JC  tj"^  *"  "•  "*"'y- 
«w  ^      ^ ''""••"'»'*"»  PennwioB  to  mmm: 

(6)  In  eveiy  «w  let  u  b,  |„|j      ^ 

!«•  -on^  jort  „.«  „„^  ^  ^  P""*  o'  "»  1»™K  no- 

bon^to'Sr,:::'  s!t;rta°:?*s'°  "^  ™"*' ""  "^«'-  » 

«y  of  .h.  ^/  ^  "^  <•>•  *"'  "»  P^-Pri«  «d  th.  ordin- 

gated  by  «,h,r  of  lh«eZ^^b.  12  •'^'^  «  •  pri«t  dd.. 
legitimation  of  ol^'^"  J^  1   T  '^"''  ">  '"  *' 

»a.id..,b,^r;;!^jr^o':;'jr"'~^ ""'" 

Vm    Shoold  ith^p.,  u»t  in  «v  dirtrW  th.  p«iA. 
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pnest  or  the  ordinary  of  the  place,  or  a  prieet  delegated  by 
either  of  them,  before  whom  marriage  ean  be  celebrated,  is  not 
to  be  had,  and  that  this  condition  of  things  has  lasted  for  a 
month.  maiTiage  may  be  validly  and  licitly  entered  upon  by 
the  formal  declaration  of  consent  made  by  the  spoasee  in  the 
presence  of  two  witnesses. 

IX.  (1)  After  the  celebration  of  a  marriage  the  parish, 
pnest.  or  he  who  takes  his  place,  is  to  write  at  once  in  the  book 
of  marruges  the  name  of  the  couple  and  of  the  witnesses,  the 
place  and  day  of  the  celebration  of  the  marriage,  and  the  other 
details,  according  to  the  method  prescribed  in  (he  ritual  books 
or  by  the  Ordinary;  anJ  this  even  when  another  priest  delega- 
ted either  by  the  parish-priest  himself  or  by  the  ordinary  L 
assisted  at  the  marriage. 

(2)    Moreover,  the  parish-priest  is  to  note  also  in  the  book 

of  baptisms,  that  the  married  person  contracted  marriage  on 

such  a  day  in  his  parish.     If  the  married  person  has  beenbap- 

tized  ehwwhere.  the  parinh-priest  who  has  assisted  at  the  marri- 

age  18  to  transmit,  either  directly  or  through  the  episcopal  curia 

the  annoanoement  of  the  marriage  that  has  taken  place  to  the 

pansh-pnest  of  the  place  where  the   person  was  baptized,  in 

order  that  the  marriage  may  be  inscribed  in  the  book  of  ban- 
turn.  *^ 

(8)  Whenever  a  marriage  is  contracted  in  the  manner  des- 
cribed in  Vn  and  VIII.  the  priest  in  the  former  case,  the  wit- 
neases  m  the  latter,  are  bound  conjointly  with  the  oontwctinff 
parties  to  provide  that  the  marriage  be  inscribed  as  soon  as  po^ 
Bible  in  the  prescribed  books. 

X.  P,msh  priests  who  violate  the  rules  thus  far  laid  down 
are  to  be  punished  by  their  Ordinaries  according  to  the  nature 
and  gravity  of  their  transgression.  Moreover,  if  they  assist  at 
the  mjrnage  of  anybody  in  violation  of  the  rules  laid  down  in 
(u  and  lu)  of  Na  V.  they  are  not  to  appropriate  the  stole-feea 


to  it  from  hewsv  or  «hi«m;!  u         ^'''  **«»  concerted 

""    '^•.'""'  '»"•  •"  «»«■«  abo  on  th.  «un.  OrthoHc 
.  It  they  contnist  >n»n»li. ,  """OHM 


(ii) 


Catholics.  bapliMd  or  unbaptiwd   even  «fte.T^^       ?     ? 
^  obtained  from  the  iu.^nlZ^'Ji^Z:"^';''  '*" 
tatia  caltaa;  unlees  the  bZ  See  Z^  ITI*^  °"  °J  *"P~^- 

Non-Catholics.  whether  bap4i«d  or  unbapti«d    wh. 
tmonff  themaelvee.  «k.  n^-kV-.  u-__.  T    P™'  '^''^ 


(iii) 


contract  among  themaei;e8a«n«wr"*K.°'.P'^'  "^"^ 
Catholic  fo^^of  -po:::!L  'o:  »a^"  '°'"'  *^  ^^«  *»>« 

provisions  b^to haveTfo^ nf  i     '^^ ^^^-^  •^  its 

wMr  ixwu  jesQs  Chnst,  next  year.  1908. 

Ifa*  Holy  F^h«.  Pop.  Pi„  I.  J,  thtapTTt:^  ."" 

«»«  .t  Ita-o  on  *.  M  *.y  of  Ai«»t.  ta  Mh,  ^  JW 
VIBC8NT,Cwi3W.op.rfPj,,rtw.ft,M.    U*!*!. 


., 


For  theoonUnasnoe  uid  daily  inereue  of  tbe  abandaat 
frnit  produced  by  the  decree  of  December  20th,  1906,  on  Daily 
Communion,  our  Holy  Father,  Pope  Piue  X.,  by  a  letter  of  the 
Sacred  Congregation  of  Indulgence  of  the  10th  of  April,  1907, 
to  the  Biahope  of  the  Catholic  Chnrtsh,  has  expressed  his  wish 
to  have,  as  far  as  may  be  possible,  the  following  annual  obsery- 


IN  OATHIOBAL  CHUBCHES. 

That  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  either  immediately 
after  the  Festival  of  Corpus  Christi,  or  (if  the  circumstances  of 
persons  or  places  so  require)  at  some  other  time  of  the  year  to 
be  fixed  by  the  Bishop^  there  shall  be  in  every  Cathredral 
Church  three  days  prayer,  as  here  described :  namely— 

1  That,  on  each  day.  there  shall  be  a  sermon  on  the  great 
excellence  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Eucharist,  and  on  the  dis- 
positions required  for  worthily  receiving  it  That,  after  the 
sermon,  the  Blessed  Sacrament  shaU  be  exposed :  and  during 
the  Exposition  the  prayer  "O  most  Sweet  Jesus"  shall  be 
recited,  to  be  followed  <m  the  Sunday  by  the  "  Te  Deum."  That 
the  "Tantnm  ergo  "  shaU  then  be  sung,  and  the  Benediction  of 
the  Blessed  Sacn^ment  be  given. 

IL  That,  on  the  Sunday,  the  last  of  the  three  days,  there 
shall  be,  at  the  usual  parochial  Mass,  a  homily  by  the  Parish 
Priest  on  the  Gospel  of  the  Sunday  within  the  octave  of  Corpus 
Christi— or.  if  the  Sunday  be  not  within  the  oetave,  a  sermon 
in  preparaticm  for  a  fervent  communion ;  and  at  this  parochial 
Mass,  the  faithful  shall  communicate.  That,  on  this  Sunday 
afternoon  (or  evening),  there  shall  be  the  same  service  as  on  the 
two  preceding  days.  And  in  the  sermon  the  preacher  shall 
exhort  the  faithful  to  more  fervent  piety  towards  the  Most 
Holy  Sacrament,  and  especially  to  a  more  frequent  participation 
of  this  heavenly  banquet,  in  accordance  with  the  approved 
teaching  of  the  "Catechismus  Romanus"  (see  a  vi.  of  the 
Decree  of  December  SOth,  1905).    Moreover,  at  Benediction  (as 


nr  FABUB  OHUBOHia 

«rfu.g  yo. « a^uA  ,»..««„,  w.  u„ .  f.w  ,;^  to  r 

u»  oow,  who  h.«  ftwn  oor  childhood  bMn  Mcortonurf  .„  !^ 

i.  ooeu^  mo,.  «»n  .  bondl.  ofLu^  H*^^"*?* 

«  tat .  «J1«U«,  „,  .^.^  „  ,„  ™^o«^tS^°~ 
«4  h»tojy.  »  the  h«v«-  ft«a  th.  «rth ;  th«  ioTnTor  k 

k»  «l.«wn.  thought.  «.„  to  render  it  d««r  for  hiZTfTJ 
others  .nd  thrt  i,  i..  theroro...  .  .u«ri.„  nottL tt^ 


n 

that  rev«Istioo  and  dognuttie  fonnnla  are  inteUeetaal  manifert- 
ations  and  ezpreasions  of  troths  revealed  by  the  Divine  Mind  to 
the  mind  of  man.  or  that  soch  dogmatic  troths  can  demand 
intellectnal  assent ;  that,  in  short,  they  have  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  intellect 

Although  saturated  with  the  philosophy  of  Kant,  the  dis- 
ciples of  this  new  school  of  thought  never  lose  an  occasion  to 
remind  us  that  they  have  always  been  Catholics,  and  Intend  to 
live  and  die  in  that  faith.     But,  they  say,  we  are  living  in  an 
age  when  the  tendency  of  the  human  mind  is  to  accept  nothing 
for  troth  which  cannot  be  demonstrated  mathematically  beyond 
the  possibility  of  a  shadow  of  a  shade  of  reasonable  doubt 
Owing  to  the  obscurity  of  terms,  with  which  scholastic  philoso- 
phy surrounds  and  fonaulates  the  dogmatic  teachings  of  the 
Cathohc  church,  leaned  men— non-Catholic  scientific  men- 
stand  aloof  from  her.    Tuey  cannot  be  induced  even  to  ezamme 
her  doannes,  and  the  result  is.  that  many  brilliant  and  other- 
wise religious  souls,  earnestly  seeking  for  the  troth,  and  who 
might  have  been  as  great  torches  of  light  iUuminating  the  way 
for  others  towards  the  only  haven  of  rest  in  this  world,  Uve 
and  die  outside  her  pale,  only  knowing  what  she  was  not,  and 
with  not  even  so  much  as  a  suspicion  of  what  she  really  is. 
Our  aim  is  to  seek  an  interpretation  of  the  Churtsh's  dogma, 
which  will  satisfy  the  critical  minds  of  men,  and  whUe  in  har- 
mony with  the  scientific  spirit  of  the  day.  will  enable  even  those 
of  the  highest  inteUectual  attainments  not  only  to  examine  but 
lay  hold  of  her  doctrines,  without  doing  violence  to  their  intel- 
lectual being.    Such  a  method  we  claim  to  have  found  in  "Mod- 
eroism." 

Of  couiwj,  their  statement  that  the  human  mind  is  incapable 
of  acquiring  any  knowledge  except  that  which  comes  to  it 
through  the  phenomena  of  the  senses,  is  without  a  particle  of 
foundation-for,  if  this  were  so,  what  would  become  of  the 
great  historical  troths  which  men  have  bebeved  in  every  age 


and  whieh  have  oome  down  to  us  throngh  the  OMtariM  T  If  «• 
-k  the  Modernist  if  he  believe.  th«|  is  ^icH  ^  L  ^ 
»t«t,nople.  h.s««wer  will  be:    Certdnly:   IthWi^ehL 
never  been  there !    Here  is  .  troth  whieh  he  sc^Tnot  <^ 

oh!"  ^^  ^r  ***°  '°  Constsntinople  «id  have  nJT  In 
Tn!  T^'  ^  .     ^*  °°  'nt«ntion.  ud  ooold  not  wssibly  have 

of  t  f  ^P   '^  ^'  *™'*"'  °f  Christi«,ity  on  the  authority 

fteanng  to  the  deaf,  strength  and  fervour  to  palsied  limbs  ?  He 
no  oo^^iaed  the  dead  to  life,  but  arose  frS^;  the  di:?  Li^! 
I^nf  H    .'  T  '^''*'  ^  ^'  '^^  ^'  ''^  <»•"«  «d  refuse  to 

the  Modernists,  that  same  reason  which  has  hitherto  been  our 
gmde  wzll  „ot  fail  to  tell  us  that  in  so  doing  we  pUytTn^ 
neither  of  Christians  nor  phUosophera  ^^        ^^ 

This  is  our  answer  to  the  Modernist  But  let  us  look  a 
httle  closer  into  the  system.  A,  a  religious  system  it^rj 
essence  hes  in  the  conviction  that  man  if es«.ntiaUy  a  Xte^ 

nnwaaonable  he  may  sometimes  be  in  his  conduct  hT  ^ 
withm  h.m  certain  religious  instinct,  or  feelings,  which  L«« 
much  a  part  of  his  nature  as  is  th  :  faculty  of  ^htT«>a 
He  always  jmd  everywhere  feels  that  thew  is  ^thingTn^^ 
unseen  world  which  he  must  worship  and  obey.  ThXli^ 
this  spintual  instinct  or  experience,  is  there  by  natu^   W^ 

inst  net  ?    It  „  God  revealing  Himself  to  the  soul  of  man 

evU    Teh   k  '~r°T""  °^"«^'  orwrong.ofg:L,rd 
evil      Such   knowledge    does  not  come   from   any  ontwarf 

Prophets,  and  Apostles.    It  is  in  dweUing.  it  is  im.ninJ^e 


T 


Mm  mart  obey  the  inexorable  demuds  of  hi.  natuie.  Thi. 
oc«jc«on«M«  of  right  aad  wroog.  which  i.  the  basis  of  all 
ModenuMD.  i.  wlgeoted  to  the  law.  of  evolution,  and  a.  man'. 

^Z"^.^^^/^  ^°"  ^'  '^"^^'•^K'  «'  Ctod.  until  it 
reachj.  that  degree  of  perfection  which  it  find,  to-day  in  a  mem- 
kn  of  the  Catliolie  Church. 

SUCH  IS  MODIBinSM. 

Owing  to  the  extenmve  field,  of  thought  into  which  such  a 
.ubject  n.tu«Jly  lead.  one.  and  to  the  limited  lepace  within 
which  a  Circular  necenarily  confine,  itmlf.  we  mu.t  here  leave 
you  to  revel  with  you  own  thoughta      To  attempt  anything 
hke  a  detailed  account  of  the  .y.tem  i.  out  of  the  quertioa 
For  thoae  of  the  clergy,   who  may  wi.h  to  make  themeelve. 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  whole  .ubject.  we  would  suggest 
the  reading  of  a  very  clear  and  elaborate  article  written  by  Mirr 
Gwon  Moye..  and  published  in  the  December  number  of  '•  T^e 
Nineteenth  Century. "  and  another  running  through  the  October 
and  November  numbers  of  "The  Irieh  EccleMa.tical  Recorf" 
by  Rev.  Daniel  Coghlen.  D.  D..  of  Maynooth  CoUege.    But  beet 
of  all  we  learn  fixmi  the  Holy  Father'.  Encyclical  what  Modem- 
«m  really  ia     Whibt  it.  infection,  poisons  have  not  to  any 
extent,  if  at  aU.  reached  our  diocese,  yet  this  is  no  reason  why 
we  shouM  not  always  be  on  the  alert,  always  at  our  post  guard- 
ing the  Watch-tower,  of  Israel.    We  cannot  tell  what  to-morrow 
inay  bnng  with  it    The  distance  between  u.  and  our  friends 
of  the  adjoining  Republic  is  not  very  great,  so  that  it  may  be 
said  that  their  dangere  are  in  a  certain  sense,  on  account  of 
their  proximity,  our  danger,  alsa      Our  people,  especially  our 
young   men.  are  crossing  the  border  by  the  thousands,  and 
•re  constantly   thrown   into  the  companionship  of  men  and 
women,  who  ^ve   been  educatedj  in   institutions,  in   which 
fjtae  .yrtemeof  phUowphy.  counUe*  in  their  number  and 
■h-ding.  pbtain.    Not  to  q«ak  of  materiali«n  and  many  .p«a"S 


M 

of  natamliw,  then  i«  to  b«  ibond  tlMnin  ««i-  *     *^ 

»w«g«i  the  Mturmlly  and  hwtorilalir  r  •  *^^  '''**  ^^ 
.  n.ultitud.  of  ArJriZ,  i^^Jl^  !e»pe««M.nt  of 
concerning  Ood  and  th^  ♦?  •^^"y  on-piritud.  Bm« 
the  ntan  ^."d  of  'J^''  ?*  T  .-'*  ^•i''^  <»'  hnm«  Hf.. 

-oltUnde  of  inkpot  wTtjJ^^'^C  SJ^^k  "^^  *^  * 
youth  with  the  fahTideM  thTiu^^ft  L  "  "*'  "^•»*  *»' 
0"tinoar.3oi.ty.  Thrie  dl  i.'^'?^'  ****'"^  »««^- 
the  daily  prtJ whoJinfl  '*"'*^  '"^"^^  ^^  V«»ey  of 

owing  to^^?n:^„;°'rLT.^^^^^  ",ir  ^"^"^'•' 

."<»  -y«.p.thy.  .„d  theXS^Tof  ':,U^-'^^^^  "^ 
intoreeta.  ^        «n»ten»I  and  eeonomie 

An  incaleoUble  demaee  hu  .Im^^  i^    j 

yooth  of  .h.  1^  e„  g-rraZ-^'ti:^  r  '^f^ 

Iw  ot  error.    8ii>iU.rl,  .fc!  iT!  ^       o""!""/  of  aoeh  mw. 
pouring  in  oDon  lu  anrf  ♦«  „k- T      "*****°«»  which  u  ever 

work.  ,H«.o  for  o.h.^::i  :J^"  z^zT "" "  -^ 
'^■'-- <°-^  N..r.r^^„r  i:;rtr" 


If 

^to^eth.  day  wh.n  St  Mwy'.  Collage  in  HdX   «d 

I-sm:-     *^rP'7     "  »  only  through  the  agenoy  and  the 

word. .  flrrt^  College.  th«t  we  c«i  hope.  nomaUrto  iT 
duoe  .neh  aocledaatical  defenders  of  the  fiSTh.  '^ 

^Aa  to  the  Isity  it  may  at  once  be  aaid.  that  the  inteUeetn*! 

J^dTi'"^'  ^r '"  '°  ^°-  Scotl  di^'X^ 

»«d  ^  nombT  of  highly  »J«rt«l  CttoH.  l.yZ^,te 
uc  iMdmhip,  ««*  a.  the  illortriom  men  in  Eaton.  -L 

own  inatitottons.     We  moat,  ouraelvM  «/!»»».  *k  ? 

ou-elve.  to  do  without  then.  tT^^ISre  ^  J^Tr.  "^*^ 
of  Catholici«n  in  the  new  world.  *^'  **"•"•"* 

It  is  well  known  that  the  English  language  has  been  fo. 


u 

|»w«rfol  witniiBMit  of  wrong  into  an  eqwtlly  powtribt  imtro- 
mtnt  of  proiMguKk  for  tb«  CttboKe  faith.    What  thm  mmm 
to  n  to  be  of  the  int  importaoee  in  theee  daya  of  ModeraiMn 
and  infidelity,  ia  that  greater  eneooragement  be  given  to,  and 
greater  intoreat  Uken  in  oar  ineUtntiona  of  higher  edneaiion  by 
the  Catholie  laity,  eapeeially  in  the  matter  of  financial  raptMrt 
and  advancement  of  theee  inatitntiona.    They  ahoold  be  niged 
to  look  on  them  aa  the  principal  hope  of  the  Chnreh  here  in 
Nova  Scotia.     It  ahoald  be  made  dear  to  them  that  the 
Catholic  faith  of  their  children  cannot  be  regnlarly  aafegoarded 
except  by  meana  of  »]''geno«ne  Catholic  education,  and  that  the 
College  training  of  oor  yonth  ia  no  leea  imperative  than  the 
parochial  aehool  training.    Too  many  who  are  eameet  enough 
aboat  the  primary  edaeaUon  of  their  children,  are  quite  indif. 
ferent  about  lending  their  boya  to  a  Catholic  college.    The 
regular  and  efficient  way,  therefore,  to  aafeguaid  the  faith  of 
our  coming  young  men,  ia  to  direct  them  to  CathoUc  Collegee. 
where  the  prieeta  have  complete  control  of  the  teaehen,  and 
where  all  the  aurroundinga  are  generally  Catholic:    In  a  apedal 
manner,    wealthy    Catholic  people  ahould  be  encouraged  to 
endow  our  Cdlegea  in  a  way  eommenaurable  with  the  dignity  of 
the  Catholic  Church  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  great  field  of 
-influence  that  opena  before  her.    Enormoua  auma  of  money  ace 
given    from  Ume  to  time  by  non-Cathdice  to  the  aevecal 
Univeraitiea  both  in  Canada  and  the  United  Statea  of  America, 
both  great  and  amalL     Thia  generoaity  haa  paaaed  into  a 
national  habit,  and  it  ia  no  longer  creditohle  to  Catholidam  in 
the  dioceae  of  Halifax  that  ito  principal  educational  inatitution 
for  bctya  ahould  alone  aufier  from  poverty,  while  Pioteatant 
inatitntiona  grow  richer  every  year. 

There  ia  one  other  danger,  dear  Reverend  Father,  to  which 
we  feel  it  our  duty  to  call  your  attention-.the  spreading  of  per- 
nicious  literature,  which  is  causing  so  much  havoc  to  the  ftiith 
and  morah  of  youth.    In  the  oLd  days,  when  a  child  breathed 


IT 

ImJl^.'^n?*'***'^ '*"""»*•'••  ••'d*I»Ot  i-biW   with 
mtI«wh.«..rh.re«l.C.thoHcp.perorbook.     Hi.  whrUfo 

end.m««  or  th.  .nnocne.  of  hi.  «.der..  To  coontenuA  thi. 
iofldehtjr.  .mponty  and  moderdirtic  .pirit  of  th.  ^,  will  it  b. 
enooKh  lo  rely  on  old  method.  7  P.rh.p.  if  TcoJw  h.v. 
.noaghof  th.m..odabov.  .11.  if   wo  h.d  the  old  te.;he«   il 

o7„n ; '"' "  •'  ir*  j''° ""'  '^  *-»•-  - '-  "b.« 

our  Pn-  .  .re  overbardened.  when  the  whole  commaoit>  i.  in 

Too^ilT^  .1"*  "1'  """'  ""^  -^'  "  A'^l'W.hop.udprie.t. 
re.pon.iWe  for  the  wala  eoujinitted  to  our  care,  keep  a  .harn 
•ye  on  th.  printing  prew  ?    I  cannot  refmin  from  qaotinij  rlghr 
here  a  paragraph  from  an  article  pabli.hed  in  a  Catholic  paner 
many  yearn  ago:    "No   wonder  infidelity  .hould  be  rife    no 
wonder  there  .hould  be  a  growing  di.re.pect  for  religion  and  for 
M  Church  authority,  where  childn^n  a,*  permitted  tTgloat  over 
the  n«t,ne«  i^read  before  them  every  week,  and  when  reepect- 
able  famihe.  a  low  .uch  paper,  in  their  hou«».    Another  Father 
Mathew_an  Apoetle  of  clean  Heading  is  nece«ary  to  pledge 
the  youth  of  the  land   to  abstain  from  the  intoxication  of  Z 
Muldening  hteraturo  of  the  day." 

A.  a  Mieguard  «g«in.t  .uch  daugor.  and  in  compliance  with 
the  pre«.ription.  laid  down  by  our  Holy  Father  in  hi.  Encycli- 
cal  Pa«»nii  Gregi..  we  hereby  appoint  a.  official  cen*>r8  for 
the  examination  of  publication.,  the  Right  Rev.  Mgr  Dalv  V 
O..  and  the  Rev.  Charle.  Le  Brun.  D.  D..  Profe«or  of  Thedi;^; 
m  the  Holy  Heart  Seminary.  Halifax,  and  the  Rev.  A.  B  Cote 
parish  priert  of  Meteghan.  Digby  Co.  A.  a  Vigilance  Co-  cil' 
we  al8o  appoint  the  Very  Rev.  Jean  Levalloi««.  Vicar  Prov  J 
of  the  Eudist  Father.,  and  the  Rev.  Gerald  Murphy    parish 
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prl«H  of  St  PMriekX   Hdlfw.  ud  th«  lUr.  Pim«  Marl. 
O^HMd,  D.  D.,  SoiMfior  at  Choreh  Fbial  Coll«g».  D|^  Ca 

"0»e«  to  yoo  and  p«w«  from  Gu:tb«F»iher  and  from  th« 
Lord  Jmim  Chriat" 


^  E  J.  MoCARTHT. 

Archhiihop  of  Halifam. 


HaUfaz,  PeU  24th.  1008. 
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